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Relation between central government and local government in Japan has become, in principal, equal
cooperation, by the “First Stage of Decentralization Reform”, based on the Package Promoting
Decentralization Act that came into law in 2000. That principal was applied to relation among local
public entities, such as relation between prefectures and municipalities (cities, towns and villages).
Although a decade has passed after the reform, municipalities seem to keep a sense of an old chain of
command framework. In this paper, | will examine municipalities’ attitude to prefectures by looking
into a case filed by Omihachiman City against Shiga Pref. for damage caused by incorrect answer to
their inquiry. In this case, Dispute Resolution System established by the Local Autonomy Act seems
not available. The plaintiff claimed that the damage occurred in Omihachiman City because of
technical advice by Shiga Pref. However, this claim doesn’t match the principal of equal cooperation.
Although generalization may be hasty, nevertheless the decentralization reform, municipalities seem to
implicitly believe that they are under prefecture’s command.
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